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Mark Your Calendar 
 

 
OCTOBER 
 
�� School Photo Day:  October 5th 
�� MMSA Meeting:  October 6th, 7pm, RM 99 
�� No School-Columbus Day:  October 12th 
�� No School-Common Curriculum Day:  October 13th 
�� 8th Grade Boston Field Trip: October 16th 
�� Middle School Education Week: October 19th-23rd 
�� MMS Book Fair:  October 19th-23rd 
�� Fall Country Dance:  October 20th, 7pm 
�� Grade 5-Smoke House Fire:  October 23rd 
�� Halloween Window Painting in Storrs:  October 24th 
�� Red Ribbon Week:  October 26th-30th 
�� End of Marking Period:  October 30th 
�� Trust Me?  Assembly:  October 30th, 2pm 
 

NOVEMBER  
 
�� MMSA Meeting: November 3rd, 7pm, RM 99 
�� Report Cards Issued:  November 5th 
�� No School– Veterans Day:  November 11th 
 

Notes from the  
Principals 

Dear MMS Parents, 
Thank you for your attendance and your enthusiasm at 
our Open House on September 17th.  Your support for 
our teachers’ efforts made the evening a very energizing 
experience. 
 
Here is some news from the first month of school: 
· We have heat in the building!  The new boilers have 
been connected, and we now have the capacity to heat 
the classrooms and hallways.  During the next few 
weeks, system controls will be balanced and cosmetic 
final touches will be completed. 
· As we’ve told you via QNotify emails, we have had 
a problem with our water system during the last two 
weeks of September.  Coliform bacteria were detected, 
and initial efforts to treat the problem were not com-
pletely successful.  Students are drinking bottled water 
until we have cleared the system of coliform and of the 
chlorine used in the treatment process. 
· If you haven’t received the QNotify emails from 
school, please sign up at this website: http://
mansfieldct.qscend.com/qnotify.aspx .  If you have 
changed your email address recently, please be sure that 
your QNotify address is up-to-date.  We find that the 
QNotify notices are much more likely to be read by par-
ents. (They don’t get lost in backpacks or left on buses.)  
Because of this, we are now often using them instead of 
flyers to provide timely information to parents. 
· Middle School Education Week will be held dur-
ing the week of October 19-23.  Please join your child 
for classes and/or lunch on the days designated for your 
child’s grade. Watch for a flyer with further informa-
tion. 
Grade 5 –  
Monday, October 19 and  Friday, October 23 
Grade 6 –  
Tuesday, October 20 and Wednesday, October 21 
                    (continued page 3) 
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From the MMSA President 
 
Welcome Back!  
Summer has officially left our side of the planet, and we are 
well on our way in the school year. How exciting!  We hope 
that you are all off to a grand start, enjoying the balance that 
a school schedule sometimes provides.   
 
If you were not able to attend the Open House or missed the 
opening remarks, we remind you that as a parent or guardian 
of a MMS student, you are a member of the MMSA.  We 
would like you to provide us with your name, phone number 
and e-mail address and pay a suggested dues donation of 
$10.00 to $20.00, which goes back into the school to help 
fund programs.  You are encouraged to give any dollar 
amount that fits into your family budget.  We will put the 
money to good use within the school. 
   
Let me take this opportunity to remind you about some 
MMSA initiatives that support the school.  We participate in 
the Box Tops program; your child can bring them in and de-
posit them in a container which “lives” outside the of-
fice.  We also are registered as a participant in Big Y‘s points 
program.  Recently we also joined the SCRIPTS program; 
patrons purchase gift cards through this site and the MMSA 
gets a percentage of the sale.  We invite you to consider pur-
chasing gift cards for your family, friends or yourself through 
this site.  Check out the MMSA portion of the MMS website 
for information.  These are easy ways to provide the MMSA 
with funding needed to support the school.   
 
There will be a Book Fair held in the library during Middle 
School Education Week.  One hundred percent of the profit 
from this event will fund future library purchases.  Interns 
from the University of Connecticut staff this event for us.  
Stop in when you visit the school during the week of October 
19 through October 23 and pick up a good book or two. 
 
Our annual school-wide fundraiser will be coming soon.  We 
appreciate any support you are able to give us.  Remember 
donations are always welcome, and 100% of the funds we 
collect back into the school. 
 
The next meeting of the MMSA will be on October 6th at 
7:00 p.m. in room 99, Ms. McMunn’s room. We hope to see 
you then. 
 
Welcome back and thank you for your attention. 
 
Sincerely, 
Sheryl 
MMSA President 
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�   Local resident Doffie Rotter and her two guests 
from Afghanistan met with the seventh grade to pro-
vide information about an orphanage in Kabul to 
which MMS students have sent books and funds to 
establish a school library.  Ian Pounds is a profes-
sional photographer who volunteered at the orphan-
ages and taught students to chronicle their lives in 
photographs.  Andiesha Farid is an administrator at 
three Kabul orphanages.  She spoke with the MMS 
Student Council, as well as with the seventh graders.  
Both speakers answered many questions from MMS 
students about living conditions and the daily lives 
of children now in Kabul. 

Andiesha Farid and Ian Pounds describe photos from a 
Kabul orphanage and answer seventh graders’ questions.

     
As we said at Open House, the school year is off to a 
successful start when your child is having a success-
ful experience.  If your child is experiencing diffi-
culty in a class, please contact the teacher to explain 
what you’re seeing and hearing at home.  Call school 
at 429-9341 and leave a message on the teacher’s 
voicemail.  A list of teachers’ email addresses is 
available at www.mansfieldct.org/schools/mms/
dir.htm . 
 
As always, please let us know if you have any ques-
tions or concerns about your child’s experiences at 
MMS.  We do hope that the year has begun success-
fully for your family. 
Best wishes, 

Jeff Cryan        Candace Morell 
Principal        Assistant Principal 
cryanj@mansfieldct.org  morellcv@mansfieldct.org 
 

      
                                                                (continued from page 1) 
Grade 7 –  
Tuesday, October 20 and Friday, October 23 
Grade 8 –  
Monday, October 19 and Wednesday, October 21. 
 
· We have hosted 21 students and two teachers from our 
partner school – Gymnasium Sarstedt in Sarstedt, Ger-
many – for three weeks in September.  They arrived on 
September 13 to be greeted by a cafeteria full of home-
hosts and school-hosts for a pizza party reception.  Since 
then, the exchange students have been staying with MMS 
families and attending classes at school.  The group has 
visited Cape Cod and New York City as well as local 
sites.  There have been several other events at school to 
help the hosts and guests to have the sorts of shared ex-
periences that they will always remember.  This is the 
eighteenth exchange between MMS and our German part-
ner school.  Many lasting friendships have developed be-
tween Mansfield and German students and teachers in that 
time, and we have again enjoyed introducing our guests to 
our school and life in America. 
· We have one new teacher on the MMS staff this year.  
John Hart is our new band teacher.  He taught in Water-
town, CT for the past two years, after completing his 
bachelor’s degree at Gettysburg College.  He is already 
well on the way to getting the bands ready for their       
December concerts.  
 
                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Mr. John Hart, MMS Band Director 
 
· Twenty After-School programs are underway at the 
end of the school day on Mondays - Thursdays, with an 
enrollment totaling 449 participants.  We are very proud 
of our extensive after-school offerings, which provide stu-
dents and teachers with a variety of ways to get to know 
each other in different ways. 
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